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The Northwest Ordinance—slaveholding 
despite the Law



Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien



Lead Mining in Wisconsin



Manumission 
papers for Tom, 
Jim, Joe, Lear and 
Toby

Sales Receipt for 
Maria and Felix 

Illegal Slaveholding in 
Wisconsin was perpetrated 

by some of the state’s 
Founding Fathers: Henry 

Dodge and John Rountree

America Jenkins



Black Milwaukeeans 



Pleasant Ridge, A Free Black Homestead 
Community (Near Lancaster)

John Greene, Original Settler The School House, 1854
Sheppard Family 1860, Founding 
Family of Pleasant Ridge (1848)



Suffrage was Contested Throughout the 
Nation: Property and Race

In most northern states African Americans could not vote, testify against a white 
person in court, sit on juries, or muster in the militia. Social segregation was also 
the norm—railcars, churches, and public schools.





Ezekiel Gillespie 



1865 
Referendum 
Vote on 
Black Male 
Suffrage. 
54% 
opposed 
and 46% in 
favor.



Voting in Wisconsin Today
• 2016 State Implements Voter ID Law
• “Wisconsin Voter ID Law Proved Insurmountable For Many” WJS
• “Wisconsin Strict ID Law Discouraged Voters, Study Finds” NYT 

• 200,000+ Eligible Voters lacked “proper” ID
• Racial minorities and poor people were disproportionately affected

Milwaukee only 
had 5 voting sites 
for 2020’s election 
while Madison 
had 66



Women’s Suffrage in Wisconsin
• Not enough support to bring a Women’s Suffrage Bill to the Floor
• 1855 and 1867 Women’s Suffrage Bills Failed
• 1860s Women Rights Groups Form

• Suffrage, Temperance, Property Rights

• 1869 Wisconsin Women’s Suffrage Association
• 1884 Women gain the right to vote in public school matters

• Reversed by supreme court decision in 1888

• 1911 Women Suffrage Voted Down 63% to 37%
• June 10, 1919 Wisconsin became the first state to 
ratify the 19th extending suffrage to women
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