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The Council promotes the dignity and 
empowerment of the people of Wisconsin 

who live with vision loss through 
advocacy, vision services and education.

Values are inclusivity, integrity, & uncompromising 
respect.

Mission & Values



• Founded in 1952

• Governed for & by people who are BVI

• Nearly half of staff members are BVI 

About Us



• Advocacy

• Education

• Vision Services 

What We Do



109,000 Wisconsinites are BVI
• 4.2% of Wisconsinites over age 65 experience 

blindness or significant vision loss

Potential to become disabled increases as we 
age:
• 65 to 74: 22% of WI population
• 75+: 42% of WI population

The Big Picture



• No better than 20/200 
corrected vision in the 
better eye

OR

Legally Blind



• Visual field not extending 
beyond 20 degrees in the 
better eye 

• Approximately 70% of 
people who are legally 
blind have usable vision

Legally Blind

Aarya Eye Care

https://www.aaryaeyecare.in/Glaucoma.html


• Significant reduction of visual function that 
cannot be fully corrected by ordinary glasses, 
contact lenses, medical treatment and/or 
surgery

Low Vision

GUWS Medical

http://low-vision.org/en/About_Low_Vision


• Age-related macular degeneration
• Glaucoma
• Diabetic Retinopathy
• Cataracts
• Inherited retinal diseases
• Stroke

Common Causes of Vision Loss



Everyone Sees Differently

National Institutes of Health (NIH) National Eye Institute (NEI)

Age  Related Macular 
Degeneration

Diabetic Retinopathy Glaucoma

https://www.nei.nih.gov/learn-about-eye-health/eye-conditions-and-diseases


• An umbrella term covering the systems and services 
related to the delivery of assistive products and 
services. 

• Assistive products maintain or improve an 
individual’s functioning and independence, thereby 
promoting their well-being. 

Assistive Technology

World Health Organization

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/assistive-technology


• Preferred term
• Products + Skills = Independence, Dignity, and 

Empowerment

Access Technology



Improve Task Lighting

Vision Aware
Wisconsin Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired 

https://www.visionaware.org/info/everyday-living/home-modification-/lighting-and-glare/directed-lighting/1235


Increase Size

Kindle
Sharper Vision Store (WCBlind.org/Store)

https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=GPJMQMFGZCDH5NRF


Increase Size

Sharper Vision Store (WCBlind.org/Store) 
Zoom Text by Freedom Scientific 

https://www.freedomscientific.com/products/software/


Add Touch Cues

Sharper Vision Store (WCBlind.org/Store)

https://store.wcblind.org/


Use Contrast

Sharper Vision Store (WCBlind.org/Store)



Use Contrast

Sharper Vision Store (WCBlind.org/Store)
Australian Human Rights Commission

https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/good-bad-and-ugly-design-and-construction-access-2008-0


Add Sound

Sharper Vision Store (WCBlind.org/Store)
The Lion King (Disney 1994)



Add Sound

https://dpi.wi.gov/talkingbooks
https://www.freedomscientific.com/products/software/jaws/
https://www.audible.com/ep/accessibility


• Accessibility Features include: VoiceOver or Talk 
Back, Voice to Text, Magnification, Increased 
Contrast 

Smart Phones and Tablets 

BlindShell
Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind

https://www.blindshell.com/us/eshop/blindshell-classic-2
https://mytoolsforliving.com/blogs/my-tool-tips/low-vision-accessibility-ipad-iphone


Orientation and Mobility

VisAbility Sighted Guide

http://www.visability.com.au/community-education/sighted-guide/


Comments?
Questions?

Contact us at:

(800) 783-5213
(608) 255-1166
Info@WCBlind.org



Website: WCBlind.org

@WCBlind

@WCBlind

@TheCouncilWI
Wisconsin Council of the Blind & Visually Impaired

Follow the Council
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