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LET’S TAKE A MOMENT…
What kinds of media hold YOUR family’s history? 
Your workplace’s? Your communities’?





1961: 
Ho-Chunk elder John Davis 

interviewed by Peder Holmlund 
(photo courtesy of Bangor  

and Area Historical Society)



1980s (estimated): 
“Please help us save this eminent 
researcher’s dissertation data!”

Photo: FaceMePLS, “Floppydisk,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/faceme/6690146497/ 

CC-BY



1990s (roughly): 
“This is all my daughter’s 

school work…”

Photo: Jeremy Keith, “Box o’floppies,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/adactio/5757457657/ 
CC-BY, cropped



Photo: Leonard Nevarez, “Exhibit dedicated to the rarest  
8 track tape: Frank Sinatra’s 1969 ‘Sinatra/Jobim’,” 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/39440343@N02/14198768919/ 
CC-BY, cropped

Date uncertain: 
… an 8-track tape? Really?!
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HOW HAVE WE HELD OUR 
HISTORY BEFORE?



IT USED TO BE EASY…

Catherine Marshall1: “benign neglect” 
as chief preservation strategy for 
personal and family materials. 
(Organizations too!) 

Chief virtue: it often worked!

Photo: Nate Steiner, “Scrapbook,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nate/412783683/ 
CC-BY 

1 Marshall, Catherine. “Rethinking personal digital archiving: 
Four challenges from the field.” D-Lib Magazine 14:3/4 (2008) 
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/march08/marshall/03marshall-pt1.html
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SO… WHAT’S CHANGED?



MANY KINDS OF MEDIA

Photo: DRs Kulturarvsprojekt, “D-2 tape vers. DAT audio tape,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kulturarvsprojektet/6498603845/ 
CC-BY-SA, cropped and recolored



MEDIA FRAGILITY

Photo: Daniel Oines, “Country Fever,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dno1967b/8211200885/ 
CC-BY, cropped and recolored



TICKING CLOCK 
FOR MAGNETIC MEDIA

Photo: Alan Cleaver, “Alarm Clock 3” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alancleaver/4293345633/ 
CC-BY, recolored



EQUIPMENT SCARCITY

Photo: darkday, “Reel to Reel,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/drainrat/16805128001/ 

CC-BY, cropped and recolored



DIGITAL/ONLINE: EXPOSURE TO  
BUSINESS RISKS

Photo: CafeCredit.com, “Bankruptcy,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cafecredit/27614948396/ 

CC-BY 2.0, cropped and recolored



EXPOSURE TO  
(DIGITAL) SECURITY RISKS

Photo: Sarah Joy, “Leader lock,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/joybot/6026542856/ 

CC-BY-SA, recolored and cropped
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SO… IS ALL HOPE LOST? 
SHOULD WE RESIGN OURSELVES?
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NO and NO! 
WE HAVE A PRECIOUS WINDOW OF TIME. 
LET’S USE IT!
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IMLS GRANT NUMBER 
SP-02-16-0015-16
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SO… WHO ELSE CAN DO 
THIS?
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YOU. YOU CAN! 
AND I HOPE YOU WILL!



STEP ONE: 
INVENTORY WHAT YOU HAVE



recollectionwisconsin.org

psap.library.illinois.edu



STEP TWO: 
MAKE THE HARD DECISIONS 
ABOUT WHAT TO ABANDON. 
(YOU CANNOT KEEP IT ALL.)



Photo: Jimmy Jim Jim Shabadoo, “Copy notices,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jenny_mitcham/8449920633/ 

CC-BY-NC, cropped and recolored



STEP THREE: 
DECIDE: 
DIY or OUTSOURCED?



http://radd.dsalo.info/





YOU DON’T WANT A DIGITAL 
EQUIVALENT OF THIS.
Digitizing to archival standards of 
quality is different from (and pricier 
than) “just make me a DVD.” 

If you don’t digitize to archival standards 
of quality, you limit reuse possibilities 
for the material.Photo: Nate Steiner, “Scrapbook,” 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nate/412783683/ 
CC-BY 



NO DVDS, PLEASE!

Photo: tonynetone, “DVD,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tonynetone/4141110995/ 

CC-BY 2.0, cropped and recolored



STEP FOUR: 
DO IT!
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STINGER: 
DIGITIZATION IS NOT 
DIGITAL PRESERVATION.



Photo: Jenny Mitcham, “Corrupt compact disc,” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jenny_mitcham/8449920633/ 

CC-BY, recolored



STEP FIVE: 
LOOK AFTER WHAT YOU HAVE!



Photos: Patrick Hoesly, “03” “02” “01” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zooboing/4229410437 

CC-BY, cropped



Photo: Anthony Easton, “this is not a pipe” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pinkmoose/2626763620/ 

CC-BY, recolored and cropped



Photos: Donald West, “Star & Arrow — London — Compton Road” 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/donwest48/26394038989/ 

CC-BY, cropped



THANK YOU! 

salo@wisc.edu 
https://radd.dsalo.info/


