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The Travel Committee meets several times each semester to plan one-day travel opportunities leaving by 
bus from Madison to destinations that are historical, educational, and interesting.  The 2018-19 Travel 
Committee members are Peggy Daluge, Co-Chair, Esther Olson, Co-Chair, Gail Holmes, Colleen McCabe, 
Susan Adams, Al Liegel, and Ted Collins. Sandi Haase attends regularly. 
 
With the adoption of the Event Coordinator Participant Fee Policy in February 2019, the Travel Committee 
was able to edit and complete its Operating Procedures which will be ratified at the November 2019 
meeting. 
 
The Committee successfully coordinated the following trips in FY 2018-19. 
 

September 19, 2018 – Potosi Brewery and Stonefield Village 
39 Travelers– Coordinated by Ted Collins 

 
The travelers visited the Potosi Brewery which was founded in 1852 and was once the fifth largest 
brewery in Wisconsin.  It closed in 1975, the victim of big brewers.  In 2010, it was repurposed to a non-
profit foundation that restarted the brewery as a restaurant and museum.  A new brewery was added to 
brew craft beer and root beer.  All profits from the brewery go to charity.   
 
Stonefield Village is a recreated 1900 Wisconsin town which houses the Wisconsin State Agricultural 
Museum and was the home of the first Governor of the State, Governor Nelson Dewey.  It was recreated 
in 1953 by the State Historical Society to preserve the history of the state’s agriculture and agricultural 
equipment impact on the state. 
 
 

October 11, 2018 – Anderson Japanese Garden – Rockford Illinois 
40 Travelers – Coordinated by Colleen McCabe and Gail Holmes 

 
Per one traveler ‘s experience – we were whisked away to Rockford, Ill – an unlikely location for a 
Japanese Garden – to visit the Anderson Japanese Garden, one of two premier such gardens in the U.S.  
Here we wound our way along winding pathways, zig zag bridges, waterfalls, beautiful Japanese maples, 
cloud pruned trees and Japanese style structures all designed to encourage mindfulness and being in. the 
moment.  Then on to J.M.K. Nippon Restaurant for a delightful lunch.  We stopped at Curran’s Orchard on 
the way home to purchase and enjoy apple products. 
 
 

March 7, 2019 – Fort Atkinson – Trek Bicycle Headquarters and Fireside Dinner Theatre 
41 Travelers - Coordinated by Peggy Daluge and Gail Holmes. 

As reported by Coordinator Gail Holmes “On Thursday, March 7, 2019, we sponsored a tour of the Trek 
Bicycle Headquarters in Waterloo.  The information and production were fascinating, and the 41 



participants longed for more.  But the bus needed to move us on to the Fireside Theatre in Fort Atkinson 
for lunch of tender beef short ribs and tasty opera cake.  After a brief time for shopping and purchasing 
bakery products, we were entertained by the matinee musical of "My Fair Lady."  It had beautiful 
costumes, rousing dancing, comedy, and an unforgettable score.” 
 
 
May 29, 2019 – Larson’s Famous Clydesdales, Vine & Rushes Winery, Birthplace of the Republican Party 

56 Travelers – Coordinated by Esther Olson 
 

One traveler wrote about her experience.  “The UWRA Travel Committee had me immediately with “pet a 
recent newborn [Clydesdale].” I have always loved these beautiful, powerful Scottish draft horses. With a 
visit to an unfamiliar winery and a stop at a national historic site, my first day trip with the UWRA 
promised to be fun, relaxing, and educational.  
 
A bus filled with UWRA members, well-prepared with raincoats and umbrellas (which to our delight we did 
not need), departed Madison on May 29 for the Ripon area. Our first stop was Vines & Rushes Vineyard 
and Winery, opened in 2012 by the Prellwitz family on their family farm. After learning about establishing 
a successful winery in our cold climate, we enjoyed a lunch of salad, wood- fired pizza, and dessert along 
with generous wine tasting. On a Wednesday—during the day—gotta love retirement!  
 
Next stop was the farm of Larson’s famous Clydesdales, where I indeed did pet the sweet baby. And at 
least one person discovered that a shirt can be quite attractive to a teething baby Clydesdale. We learned 
about the care of Clydesdales, competitions, and costs; saw several horses and their travel trailers; and 
were then treated to a carthorse exhibition.  
 
Our last stop was the Little White Schoolhouse, a small museum considered to be the birthplace of the 
Republican Party in 1854. No matter what political persuasion we individually espouse now, we can be 
collectively proud that historically our state played a major role in forming a new party focused on anti-
slavery. All in all, it was a day well spent! “ 
 


