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Our 2016-17 luncheon season began on Thursday, October 6, 2016, at the Zor Shrine 
Temple.  Chuck Henrikson, Senior Lecturer Emeritus in the School of Veterinary 
Medicine, regaled us in the morning program with “Birds: The Inside Story.”  We 
enjoyed seeing our familiar feathered Wisconsin friends and hearing some of their calls 
and songs as well as beautiful birds from his travels.  Charles Franklin, Professor of 
Law and Public Policy and Director of the Marquette Law School Poll, presented “The 
2016 Elections in Wisconsin and the Nation” as our luncheon speaker.  The statistics 
from prior years for presidential elections, graphs and charts for current candidates for the 
Senate and House, and explanation of the integrity of the Poll were educational and 
fascinating.  There were 106 registered for the morning program and 128 for the 
luncheon catered by Hy-Vee. 
 
Shakespeare was the focus of our Monday, November 14, 2016, event at the Coliseum 
Bar & Banquet.  Brenda De Vita, Artistic Director of the American Players Theatre, a 
classical Shakespearean theater for over 37 years, was our morning speaker.  Her 
vivacious presentation was fascinating as we learned about the APT’s inner workings 
through her wide-ranging position.  Luncheon speaker, Assistant Professor of English 
Joshua Calhoun, spoke on “Shakespeare’s Books.”  He was joined by Kaydian 
Campbell and Keiran Villoth who are students in his Holding History project.  We 
learned about the historical sources and readings that inspired Shakespeare in his writing.  
There were 77 registered for the morning program and 81 for the luncheon. 
 
The morning program by Tamara Thomsen, a maritime archaeologist with the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, was presented on Wednesday, March 15, 2017, at the 
Coliseum Bar & Banquet.  We learned interesting facts about “Great Lakes Shipwrecks 
of Wisconsin” through documents and pictures of what is hidden and preserved beneath 
the waters.  We continued our focus on the Wisconsin Historical Society with Ellsworth 
Brown, the Director, as our luncheon speaker.  His presentation on “The Wisconsin 
Historical Society: Connecting Past to Future” shared their innovative initiatives.  
Programs, historic sites, museums, collections, and archives promote Wisconsin tourism 
and historic preservation.  There were 72 registered for the morning program and 75 for 
the luncheon. 
 
Our final program for the year and the Association’s annual meeting was held on 
Thursday, May 11, 2017, at Olbrich Gardens.  All UWRA committee members were 
invited as guests of the Association, and winners of the photo contest were announced.  
Associate Professor Kate Corby, co-director, presented “Performing Ourselves: 
empowering youth through dance” for the morning program.  Student teacher Lindsey 
Lewis demonstrated how they teach centering activities for self-control and breathing 
exercises (which we also practiced!) prior to dance to underserved youth through 
partnerships with community organizations.  Kate explained the high-quality training the 
undergraduate students receive in the dance outreach program.  Luncheon speaker 
Professor David O’Connor shared his “Zika virus research at UW-Madison.”  We 



received an overview of what has been learned studying the Zika virus in nonhuman 
primates, other pathogens, and major research questions being undertaken around the 
world whose answers are still elusive.  Sixty-nine attended the morning program and 93 
the luncheon program. 
 
At each UWRA luncheon program, participants are encouraged to make donations of 
cash or checks to a food or personal essentials pantry.  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
First United Methodist Church, Personal Essentials Pantry, and Open Seat Food Pantry 
were the recipients this year. 
 
These excellent presenters were suggested by our resourceful Luncheon Committee 
members: Darrell Barth, Doug Bradley (on leave), Gail Holmes (chair), Pat Henrikson, 
Sarah Potts, Christine Schindler, Joel Skornicka, and Barb Wiley.  We also appreciate the 
services of Ann Wallace in receiving our reservations and payments.  We continue to 
provide educational, timely, entertaining programs for members and guests of the UW-
Madison Retirement Association as well as ample opportunities for fellowship.  
     


