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Members of the Electronic Technology Committee this year have been Rose Barroilhet, 
Judy Craig, Carol Graham, John Helgeson, Orv Jordahl, Dorothy Klinefelter, Paul 
Reichel, Louise Robbins, Millard Susman, and Hal Winsborough with Kathy Christoph 
and Sheila Spear serving as co-chairs.  Ann Wallace has faithfully attended meetings, and 
we were delighted to welcome Sandi Haase to our most recent meeting.   
 
We have continued to carry out our mission of helping to keep UWRA members apprised 
of changes in electronic technology.  This year we added to the formal how-to programs 
some history of the internet and its challenges, and a series of drop-in session to share 
perspectives on the many issues that bug us.  
 
The committee offered three seminars in the fall semester and one in the spring.  On 
October 13, 2016, Julie Arensdorf, Outreach and Instruction Librarian, gave a 
presentation on how to use the General Library System’s website.  This was followed on 
October 26 by an introduction to using the resources of the Wisconsin State Historical 
Society to explore family history and genealogy by Lori Bessler, Wisconsin State 
Historical Society Reference Librarian.  On November 16, 2016, we were privileged to 
hear from Lawrence Landweber, Morgridge Professor Emeritus of Computer Science at 
the UW-Madison.  Professor Landweber, who had a leading role in the development of 
the internet, shared some of its history and also talked of the unanticipated developments 
as well as challenges ahead of us.  In March Karl Weirauch and Mike Juszczyk, from the 
DoIT Tech Store and Help Desk, continued our series of DoIT presentations.  This one, 
on March 22, focused on computers and related hardware.   
 
In March, too, we added a new dimension to our techie-focused discussions.  Building on 
the fact that committee members enjoy talking about things with our computer systems 
that bug us, we decided to open up our discussions to UWRA’s membership.  Scheduled 
to follow our committee meetings, we call these drop-in gatherings “bug extermination 
sessions.”  The three we have held so far -- on “the pesky password problem,” on “what 
good is a smart phone?” and on “why is my wiscmail acting strangely?” -- have been well 
attended and fruitful.   
 
In addition to the above we have continued to provide material for The Sifter on a regular 
basis.  


