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1.  The Volunteering Committee wrote short articles for The Sifter to increase awareness of 
member volunteer activities and to highlight the needs and opportunities at various agencies and 
organizations. 
 
2.  Over 2014-16, we asked UWRA members to make cash donations to four local food pantries: 
Bethel Lutheran Church, Grace Episcopal Church, Mt. Zion Baptist Church and St. Vincent 
DePaul. In 2014-2015 we raised $7,156; this year, $10,804.  [update when year has ended] 
 
Four other pantries have been selected for 2016-18: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, First 
United Methodist Church, Open Seat Food Pantry (for UW students run by ASM) and Personal 
Essentials Pantry (diapers, toiletries, personal hygiene, etc.).  
 
3.  In October, we requested that the Provost send a letter to deans, directors, and department 
chairs encouraging the use of retirees as volunteers in departments.  This year, the Vice 
Chancellor for Finance and Administration also signed the letter. 
     
4.  We encouraged our members to volunteer at Midvale Elementary, our partner school, and to 
make donations to Midvale Elementary and the Foundation for Madison Public Schools. The 
UWRA matches members’ donations with a special grant once the contributions reported to the 
UWRA office reach $1,000.   (This contribution will now be sent early in the academic year, not 
at the end of the year.) 
 
5.  We solicited nominations for our Volunteer of the Year award through an article in The Sifter; 
through a flyer distributed at UWRA programs; and by asking the Board for nominations. We 
hoped that this multifaceted approach would increase nominations.  Unfortunately, no 
nominations were received.  This year, there will be no Volunteer of Year.  The committee will 
reconsider this activity in the fall. 
 
6.  We organized our members to help with the UW Science Fair. 
 


