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FINANCIAL SEMINARS 
 
The committee offered the following nine seminars over the current academic year: 
 
September 17, 2015 “Doing Your Taxes: How to get ready and how to decide whether to seek 
professional help or do it yourself,”  by Ken Wundrow (Mennenga Tax and Financial Service) 
with panelists Don Miner, Kathy Poi, and Kathy Zweifel. (Attendance: 58) 
 
October 20, 2015 “Considering investing in an annuity? Learn what you need to know about 
annuities before deciding,” by Robin Jacobs, attorney with the Office of the Commissioner of 
Insurance. (Attendance: 58) 
 
November 18, 2015, “State of the US economy,” by Steve Rick, director and chief economist for 
business development of the CUNA Mutual Group. (Attendance: 118) 
 
December 16, 2015. “State of Wisconsin health insurance: what’s happening?” by  
Bill Kox, Deputy Administrator of the Division of Insurance Services at the Department of 
Employee Trust Funds. (Attendance: 165) 
 
January 19, 2016, “Financial and health risks in retirement: the protective role of powers of 
attorney,” by Shanna Knueppel, a litigator at Murphy Desmond, S.C. (Attendance: 93) 
 
February 16, 2016, “Behavioral finance: Biases that influence investors,” by 
Dr. G. Kevin Spellman, CFA and Senior Lecturer and Director at UW-Milwaukee and IE 
Business School. (Attendance: 71) 
 
March 10, 2016, “Savvy seniors — Keep the golden years in the green,” by  
Deborah Fabritz and Lindsay Fedler from the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions, 
Division of Securities. (Attendance: 49) 
 
April 19, 2016, “Annual ETF and SWIB update,” by Robert Conlin, Secretary of the Wisconsin 
Department of Employee Trust Funds and Michael Williamson, Executive Director of the State 
of Wisconsin Investment Board. (Attendance: 145) 
 
May 17, 2016, “Guarding Against Identity Theft,” by Laura Fay, Agency Liaison, Office of 
Privacy Protection, Bureau of Consumer Protection, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection. (Attendance: 91) 
 
The committee has made preliminary plans for seminars for the 2016-17 season, which will 
include two seminars on health insurance coverage by ETF group health insurance plans, probate 
issues, residency options at facilities offering a continuum of care for retirees, the Wisconsin 
budget and its effect on the local economy, and the usual seminars on taxes and WRS. 
 



We have been fortunate to have the generous support of UWRA member Frank Boll, who has 
videotaped several of our seminars and made them available on our website. We ask all of our 
speakers to make their slides available on-line — and most agree to do so — but Frank’s videos 
of the lectures in combination with the slides vastly increase the value of the slides. Many thanks 
to Frank. 
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• Joan Gillman, jgillman@wisc.edu 
• Karen Goebel, kpgoebel@wisc.edu  
• Sandi Haase, seminar AV specialist, sandi.haase@wisc.edu 
• Karen Holden, kcholden@wisc.edu 
• Faisal Kaud, fakaud@wisc.edu 
• Jerry Kulcinski, glkulcin@wisc.edu 
• Ron & Marianne Larson, rclarson@wisc.edu 
• Don Miner, seminar AV specialist, dlminer655@gmail.com 
• Rhonda Norsetter, rnorsetter@gmail.com 
• Jack Sorenson, jwsoren1@gmail.com  
• Larry Rittenberg, lrittenberg@bus.wisc.edu 
• Kathy Zweifel, kazweife@wisc.edu 
• Ann Wallace, retireassn@mailplus.wisc.edu, ex officio 

 
A few of our members have left during the year or will be leaving at the end of the year. We will 
miss Karen Goebel, Ron Larson, and Marianne Larson. Larry Rittenberg has asked to take a one-
year break from the committee because of heavy outside commitments, but we hope to have him 
back for 2017-18. Rick Daluge is considering joining the committee; we are going to lean 
heavily on him to do so and hope you will lean on him, too. 
 
CFMR is a large committee, but it needs a lot of members in order get all its work done. We 
welcome volunteers. If you would be interested in serving on our committee, please get in touch 
with Kathleen Irwin or Millard Susman. 
 
 


