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The year 2015-16 was the third year of operation for this committee (ETC), whose charge is to 
assist UWRA members to stay abreast of changing electronic technology (including devices such 
as computers and tablets, telephones, cameras, and printers; and software applications like 
library software, social networking, and the email and calendaring systems provided for the 
university by the Division of Information Technology [DoIT]).   
  
ETC plans its programs by a combination of meetings and email; it now meets from 1-3 pm on 
the last Thursday of the month, subject to cancellation as appropriate.  Committee members 
continue to enjoy these meetings as described in last year’s annual report:  “…using meeting 
times to keep ourselves informed of developments in technology…with a description of a 
problem one has encountered and various interesting ways [we] have found to address it.” 
Our basic operating plan suggested two programs per semester, but as other opportunities for 
interesting and useful topics have presented themselves this year that plan has been expanded 
considerably.  Thus in 2015-16 we 
 

• held seven “seminars” on matters such as computer security, a social media primer, 
saving and archiving our personal memories, and upgrading to Windows 10/El Capitan; 

• organized with DoIT three hands-on help sessions to assist UWRA members in making 
the migration to Office 365; 

• began to write reports for the monthly Sifter on these programs (adapting these to the 
template later suggested by the Communications Committee); 

• co-sponsored, with the Connections Committee, the second annual (and much 
streamlined) Photo Contest; 

• established a very small interest group, growing out of one of the personal archiving 
programs, to enable its members to assist and motivate each other in carrying out their 
project goals;   

• developed plans for two programs to be held in October;  and 
• contributed a variety of articles, tips, and ideas to the monthly Sifter (see Appendix 2) 

The last two programs of 2015-16 presented unusual opportunities.  The late April program on 
upgrading computers to Windows 10 or El Capitan was video-recorded and made available on 
the UWRA website via a YouTube link.  As with many other UWRA programs, handouts and 
slides that have been graciously provided by speakers are included in the Resource section of the 
website.  ETC was delighted to accept the offer from UWRA member Frank Boll to use his 
videotaping skills to make this particular program more widely available. 
 
The May 9 program described how technology and relationship-building worked together in a 
service-learning program linking the UW-Madison School of Library and Information Studies 
(SLIS) with the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa (Ojibwe), one of the smallest and 
poorest tribes in the state. Technology has played an important role in the collaboration with the 



community to redevelop their library and provide access to information, both print and digital, in 
a location about as far from the UW-Madison campus as one can get and still be in Wisconsin. 
 
We find this to be a lively, stimulating committee.  It doesn’t require a great deal of technical 
expertise, but rather an interest in problem-solving approaches to the vexing technological issues 
that plague us all.  During the year two new members expressed a desire to join us and were 
heartily welcomed.  We encourage others to contact the UWRA office or one of the members 
listed on UWRA’s committee membership page. 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A: Programs Held During 2015-16 
 

* Help sessions on migrating to Office 365 (summer 2015) 

* Pete Valeo, “Social Media Primer” (September) 

* Joyal Holder, “Preserving Your Family’s Memories: Getting Started with your Photos, Slides, 
and Film” (October) 

* Nicholas Davis, “How to Keep Your Data Safe” (October) 

* Paul Hedges, “Saving Our Stories: Tips and Guidelines for Selecting, Organizing, and Sharing 
All Those Photos and Stuff” (February) 

* Robin Amado, “Hands-On Facebook Follow-Up” (February) 

* Team from the Division of Information Technology, Upgrading a computer operating system 
(April) 

* Samantha Link, Carmella Hatch, and Abigail Cahill, Report on student work on redeveloping 
the Ojibwe/Red Cliff community library (May) 

  



 

Appendix B:  Sifter items from the Electronic Technology Committee 2015-16 

Announcements 
•  Workshops on Office 365 migration 
•  Social media primer 
•  Hands on Facebook follow up 
•  Saving Our Stories presentation 
•  Windows 10? El Capitan? 
•  Students share their work with Ojibwe on community library 
•  Explore your own history 

 
Reports 

•  Preserving family memories 
•  Seminar tells members about the benefits and risks of using social media 
•  Did you ever wonder if Facebook was worth mastering? 
•  Developing your personal archive 
•  DoIT presentation to help members upgrade wisely 

 
Tech Tips  

•  Don’t let yourself get phished 
•  Uncheck the checked box 

 
ETC Says 

•  Keep your data safe 
•  We are all migrants now!  - on email system change 
•  Finding parking spaces 
•  Sharing our electronic tips 
•  A cautionary tale 
•  Here’s an easy way to travel 

 


